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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND



NOACA OVERVIEW

ÅMetropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and Areawide 
Planning Agency (Areawide) for Northeast Ohio

ÅTransportation, air & water quality, economic development

ÅControls approximately $50M in spending per year



NOACA OVERVIEW
ÅNOACA represents:
ÅFive counties, 61 cities, 45 

villages, 58 townships, 2000 

mi2, and 2.1M people

ÅNOACA's Board of 

Directors:
Å48 elected and appointed 

public officials from the five-

county region determine 

spending of federal 

transportation dollars in NEO



ÅDesignated by the Governor as 
an Areawide Water Quality 
Management Agency
Å Under Section 208 of the federal 

Clean Water Act

Å Contracted by Ohio EPA to 
maintain & update the regionôs 
208 plan (Clean Water 2020)

Å Review Permits-to-Install (PTIs) to 
ensure consistency with 208 Plan

NOACA AS AN AREAWIDE



Introductions & Background

Å Designated Management Agencies (DMAs)
Å Primary 

Å Secondary

Å Affected Jurisdictions

Å Facility Planning Area (FPA) boundaries

Å Prescriptions for Wastewater Treatment

208 Plan Consistency

Å PTIs and Consistency Reviews

Å FPA boundary and/or prescription modifications

Å County-wide five-year review and update process

KEY COMPONENTS OF 208 PLAN



DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES (DMAS)

ÅPrimary = legal authority, managerial capacity, financial 
responsibility + own/operate a POTW

ÅSecondary = responsible for planning, building, operating 
and maintaining sewers + sewer service agreements with 
POTWs or sewer districts

ÅAffected Jurisdictions = communities impacted by sewer 
decisions made by DMAs
Å 39 Primary DMAs 

Å 86 Secondary DMAs



Å208 FPAs
ÅBuilt upon 201 planning boundaries

ÅAligned to parcel lines, when possible

ÅFollow topography & subwatershed  
(HUC) drainage areas

ÅFPA boundaries Í service areas

ÅFPA boundaries Í guarantee sewer 
service

Å47 FPAs in NOACA region
Å 8 NEORSD Subareas

Å 6 No FPA areas

FACILITY PLANNING AREA (FPA) BOUNDARIES





Å Define how wastewater will be treated

Å Prescriptions initially identified by DMAs in accordance with 

planning guidelines established by USEPA

Å DMAs are required to develop a plan to provide for adequate 

wastewater treatment over the 20-year time frame

Å Originally, three general categories for sewer service were used: 
(a) areas already served by sanitary sewers

(b) areas most likely sewered during the next 20 years

(c) areas not likely to have sewers for at least 20 years

Å NOACA currently allows six (6) prescription categories

PRESCRIPTIONS FOR WASTEWATER TREATMENT



FPAS & PRESCRIPTIONS 



FPA BOUNDARIES AND PRESCRIPTIONS

Å Updated, maintained, and archived 

internally on NOACAôs servers

Å NOACA region FPA boundaries and 

prescriptions are available on the 

NOACA GIS Portal on NOACAôs 

website

Å FPA boundaries and prescriptions are 

also available on Ohio EPAôs 201/208 

Facility Planning Application

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/20443dbf2b2b49c19a150f534c0343a1
https://geo.epa.ohio.gov/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f4cd21012c674c2d8c4b55180b0d5763
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208 PLAN CONSISTENCY



PTIS & CONSISTENCY REVIEWS
Å Ohio EPA sends list of PTIs in 

the NOACA region via email 
weekly

Å NOACA staff conducts reviews 
and tracks PTIs locations and 
details in ArcGIS Pro
Å Review for conflicts with Clean 

Water 2020

Å Ensure review within 14 days of 
receiving PTI application

Å Geodatabase contains over 10 
years of PTI applications



PTIS & CONSISTENCY REVIEWS
Å Consistency Review Process
Å NOACA staff contacts Ohio EPA if:

Å There is not sufficient information

Å The PTI is within 1,000 feet of an 
FPA boundary

Å Project description conflicts with 
FPA boundaries and/or 
prescriptions

Å If a PTI conflicts with Clean Water 
2020, Ohio EPA will notify the 
applicant 

Å NOACA coordinates with Ohio EPA 
and applicant if FPA modification is 
required





PTIS & CONSISTENCY REVIEWS



NOACA FPA MODIFICATION PROCESS

Water Quality Subcommittee recommends to 

Planning & Programming Committee 
recommends to 

Executive Committee recommends/sets 
Board action items

Board of Directors approve modification ï
Adoption of resolution



FIVE-YEAR FPAUPDATES

Å Review and update FPA 
boundaries & prescriptions:

Å Align to parcels

Å Update and realign boundaries and 
prescriptions based on research and 
DMA feedback

Å Reflect realistic infrastructure 
planning

Å Prevent conflicts

Å Streamline processes

Cuyahoga 2024 Complete

Geauga 2025 Complete

Medina 2026 In progress

Lake 2027 Upcoming

Lorain 2028 Upcoming



CUYAHOGA COUNTY UPDATE



CUYAHOGA COUNTY UPDATE



GEAUGA COUNTY UPDATE
Current Geauga County 

FPA Boundary

Proposed Geauga County 

FPA Boundary



MEDINA COUNTY UPDATE


